
 

BPS is committed to Character Education  
Honesty/Integrity ~ Respect/Kindness ~ Responsibility/Accountability ~ Positive Attitude  

 

 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 
 

 

BPS families, 

 

In light of the recent statements shared by Governor Whitmer on Friday that it is “very unlikely” that 

school will resume this school year, we wanted to reach out to families about our plans to provide a more 

robust model of online learning. We also wanted to share with you the release of an FAQ document 

addressing questions around the emergency school closure. Please take a moment to review the FAQ and 

submit any new questions here. 

 

I first want to thank our staff, students and community for their incredible flexibility and understanding 

these past few weeks. Since March 13, Districts across our state have shifted and weaved to address state 

and federal guidelines while meeting our missions to serve students. We’ve provided social-emotional 

support for students, food and technology to students and families in need and provided supplies to local 

hospitals thanks to the efforts of our Community School Organizers. As a community, we’re establishing 

new routines and norms during this health crisis with grace and kindness to one another. 
 

As a District focused on the social-emotional wellbeing and educational needs of our students, it is 

imperative that we look to our future and prepare for the rest of the school year with the possibility of an 

extended school closure. To meet those needs, our staff is focused on two areas over the next two weeks: 

• Curriculum to address essential standards/units through the end of the school year 

• Professional development around online learning delivery and technology-enabled collaboration 

While we will provide you with more updates on this work later this week, know that our commitment to 

BPS families includes: 

• Seeking avenues to hold students and families harmless for negative consequences due to this 

crisis 

• Support for academic development and mental health of students 

• Feedback models that do not penalize grading and transcripts 

Know that we are working and learning together. As a District, we will continue to support the 

professional development of our staff to deliver the exemplary education for kids that our community 

expects. I am inspired by the commitment our staff has shown to our students throughout these past two 

weeks and I am humbled by the eagerness of our staff and community-at-large to assist those in need. 

https://wwjnewsradio.radio.com/articles/gov-says-very-unlikely-schools-will-resume-this-year
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/2388/BPS%20EMERGENCY%20SCHOOL%20CLOSING%20FAQS.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeoQ0Hy6ZSYXsy9b5V1L9HI_9peiw-LsGG9zXjSPZpGcAFabQ/viewform


You have my sincere thanks.  

 

I wish each of you good health and offer my assurance that we will provide you with an update on our 

continued work early this week. 

 

Sincerely,  
Mark Dziatczak  

Superintendent 
Birmingham Public Schools 

 


